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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A. system for retrieving, normalizin g and storing product 
information a-i^-€8Fr <3 lat^ 
product, said system comprising: 

a d a taba se to stor e a pluralit y of id e ntifi e r s for ea ch product, a nd r e l a tion s hip s b e t ween 
tfae-ideRtifi^ay-aBd-fe-eae^ 

a data collector to retrieve product information , over a distributed network, from at least 
one external source and automatically to associate said retrieved product 
infoimanop Koran identified pioduci v ith presiored prodtu t intljrmdiion for {bp 
identified product. eH-4-h-e-d*K43*-e. said data ioliccior creating markup 
language for the identified product fi»m -aid retrieved product information fo> 
the identified product , in-ehido said markup language including a first atrrii'utc- 
valuc pair that includes a first attribute and a first value; 

a normalization engine to normalize said r^e&s^-pfed-Be^-krfermatieft markup language 
for the identified product, the normalization engine to translate the first attribute 
to a second attribute responsive to an identification of the first attribute in a list 
that includes a plurality of attributes that are associated with the identified 
product and the second attribute, the second attribute being a canonical 
representation of the plurality of attributes respectively ; and 

a database to store the normal ized second attribute for the i dentified product with the 
prestored product information for the identified product, 

the data collector to store the second attribute for the identified product, with the 
prestored product information for the identified product in the database . 
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2. (Currently amended) The system of claim I, wherein the database is to store identifiers 
are -- se - leete4 - frem -- a -- gFe : B - p4n6l - B - dk>g for products selected from a group of identifiers for products 
consisting of a model number, a part number, and a stock keep in g number .t t 

a t4ea - st - €me - ef - a -- medel -- a^ ^ ^ 
4deMi-fi e rs--ns e d-49y-4he-maftufaeto -e F-- 

at least one of a part number associated with a distributor and other identifier used 

art^ast-ene-ef-an-gfcU^^ 

a - serial - r t umbe - r . 

3. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the database is to store information 
about features of the product. 

4. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the database is utilized to assign a 
universal Sltfei stock keeping number to each product. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[!]], wherein the database is a relational 
database and the relationships between the identifiers for the products are stored as a tuple. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 5, wherein the database is controlled by SQfc 
St rue lured En g li sh Query I .an g ua g e . 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein said database is contained in a 
server connected to a the distributed network and wherein the at least one external source is a 
server. 



8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[2]] 2, wherein the distributed network is the 
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Internet and wherein the markup language is the Extensible Markup Language . 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, - father-comprising - wherein the at least one 
external source includes at - 4east -- e&e a third party server connected to the system through the 
Internet. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of g athering, normalizin g and storing product 
information in a database, the method comprising: 

gathering product information from diverse external sources that are accessed over a 
distributed network ; 

■ lead i ng storing the gathered product information into the database ; -- t - h - e -- gat - he - r - ed -- pre4ue - t 
■ information -- ^ 
aad-a-fifs-t-vahi e; 

creating markup language for a first product from said gathered product, information for a 

first product, said markup language including a first attribute- value pair that 

includes a first attribute and a first value ; 
fey-ea-e-h-pfodti-^^ temisffig^tefef identifying the 

first product is already present in said database;[[,]]and i-fse; 
normal i zing the markup I an guage for the first product, by translating the first attribute to a 

second attribute responsive to identify- the first attribute in a list that includes a 

plurality of attributes that are associated with the first product and the second 

attribute, the second attribute being a canonical representation of the plurality of 

attributes respectively^;]] aed 
for e ach product d e t e rmin e d as not b e in g a lr e ady pr ese nt in s aid datab ase , addin g a 

product identifier and related product information to said database, the database 

fe-deteymine-and^ 

■fo-r-eae-h-new-pred-ue-t^ 

i - tfem 3 at i 0B -- re - gar - di - ftg" 

te - a l i - as - fets-fep - preduet - ^ 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
transmitting the product information to a third-party server, wherein the transmitted 

product information contains a product identifier used by the third-party server, 

12. (Currently Amended) A €e-m|Hrt-ef4mple-m-en4ed method for providing to a user at-a 
s i ng l e -- use - r-"i - B : tei - aet - iv - e -- lo6atien information BB i ating - 4e - at -- kast - e^ 

i nte - r - e^t - to - th - e - user , the method comprising: 

gathering information eB--at--l e ast-«ne-e -f the for a p roduct an - d"t-he-Q-sei : vke-"-in€ j -ud i -ng"at 

lm&t~1m&®Hb&-&5ll&mm-4?^ from a plural ity of servers that 

are accessed over a distributed network- ? 
a general description of the at least one of the product and the service that includes at 

least-en^4#4l^-pfe^ 

3t -- least - ene -- e - f - ^ 
at - kast - ene - e - f - an - ^ 

eth e r-simi-iaf-kems-, - 

a list of at least one of the vendor that sells the at least one of the product and the sendee, 

a li s t pric e of th e at l eas t on e of th e product a nd th e se r v ic e , 

a pri ce for the at least, one of the product and the service at each of the at least one 

data--ea4h^-a¥ailaMity-of^ 

le as t one vendor, 
a -- prefi } e - eB -- e^eh -- of - the - at - ^st -- eae -- veBdor; -- aHd 
aft-at4east-€me-e£-a-yat^ 

creating markup language for the product from said gathered information, said markup 

language including a first attribute -value pair that includes a first attribute and a 
first value; 
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normalizing the markup language for the product by translating the first attribute to a 

second attribute responsive to identifying the first attribute in a list that includes 
a plurality of attributes that are associated with the product and the second 
attribute, the second attribute being a canonical representation of the plurality of 
attributes respectively; 

storing the gathered information and the normalized markup language according to ae-st 
least one of ihc a product identification for.thc.H^duct !xn ^ the serv ice 
■kieFiti-fisat-ie-th--^ 

first attribute and u first value, the storing including trun-iluting the first attribute 

include s a plurality of attribute s that aro a ss ociated w ith tho s econd attribute, the 

■ se£en4 - attr - it>ute -- ^^ 

B s sp e e&vely ; and 

outputting sak4-iafe-HHatk>B to said user in a format that enables access by said user to the 
gathered and the stored information related to the at4east~ene-ef the product e-f 
interest and the sendee of in terest. 



13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

displaying a list identifying a first plurality of th - e - at - l - east - ene - ef - the products an - d - the - 

receiving a user product input selecting the at. least one of the a second plurality of 
products aftsl-the-flemees from the first plurality of products; and the-fat? whe-r-e-iR-tl^-disf>layiHg 
infemiatiea-disffk^^^ 

displaying ihc second plurality ui'pruducl.s responsive lo the rccch inu ihc pruducl input 
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14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 

displaying a class list identifying a plurality of classes e-f-t-be-at-lea^t-en-e-ef-th-e-predtiets 
and -- fche -- s - ervie - e - s ; 

receiving a aser class input selecting eneef - the - e - lasse - s a class from the class list, the 
class corresponding to a second product, and 

displaying the second product affe4eas^eae-«£*fe^ 
to the selected class responsive to the receivin g the class input. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

displaying a feature list identifying a plurality of flw-a44eas4-efle-e£tke product features 
aBd - the-semee-featees ; 

receiving a mm feature input selecting the - at - least - ene - e - f - fee - a first product features - 
feature and-^seiw^-feafaf^-feem-Ae-feate^- l -i - st ; and 

displaying the at-lea-st-one-ef the first product feature and-fe^-serv-iee-feat-ure 
ee-rr&spen-d-ing responsive to the usarfea-tee receiving the feature input. 

16. ( Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein displaying further comprises 
displaying a picture. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

allowing the user to add te -- the -- st0ra4 -i nfermat - ie - n a user rev iew of - the - at -l e - ast - ene of the 
product a-ftd-th -e -seiwe and storing the user review according to the product identification . 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

allowing the user to ad d a rating of the at least one of the product and the sendee, 
wherein the rating is combined with an existing numerical user rating to form a new numerical 
user rating. 



19-20. (Canceled) 
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21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

assigning unique integer identifiers to each character string contained in said product 
information; 

associating each unique integer identifier with [[its]] a corresponding string in a look-up 
table; and 

creating a file containing product identification information and product attribute 
information in the form of a listing of said unique integer identifiers^;]]., 

the assigning, the associating, and the creating to enable a traversal across said file with 
client queries to said database, a retrieval of relevant integer identifiers, and the acquisition of 
corresponding character strings from said look-up table for presentation to a client, 

22. -25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A system for retrieving, normalizing and storing product 
information and correlating various different, identification and attribute information about a 
pfed-ae4 , said system comprising: 
a-fir-st-means-for-ste^ 

befcwee»4he -- MeBti - fief - s r an 

attributes - ; 

a second first means for retrieving product information from at least one external source 
and automatically te-a-ssee-iat -e for associating said retrieved product information 
for an i dentified product with prestored product information for the identified 
product, en--t-h-e said first means said creating markup language from the 
retrieved product information for the identified product, includes said markup 
language for the identified product including a first attribute-value pair that 
includes a first attribute and a first value; aa4 

a tfe*^ second means for normalizing said retri - ev - ed -- pFe4uet -- i - H - fermat i 0n markup language 
for the identified product j-th - e-t - hi - r - d - mear t s-fei - by translating the first attribute to 
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a second attribute responsive to an identification of the first attribute in a list 
that includes a plurality of attributes that are associated with the identified 
product and the second attribute , the second attribute being a canonical 
representation of the plurality of attributes respectively ; and 

a third means for stora g e of the normalized second attribute for the identi tied prod uct 
with prestored product information for the identified product, 

the first means for storing the second attribute for the identified product with prestored 
product information for the identified product on the third means . 

27. (New) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the information includes a description of the 
product that includes product features, a numerical user rating of the product, a user review of 
the product, an industry review of the product, a comparison between the product and other 
items, a vendor that sells the product, a list price of the product, a vendor price for the product, 
information provided by the vendor on the availability of the product, a profile of the vendor, a 
rating of the vendor, and a review of the vendor. 

28. (New) The method of claim 10, further including storing the second attribute for the first 
product in the database. 

29. (New) The method of claim 10, wherein said database is coupled to a server connected 
to the distributed network, wherein the distributed network is the Internet. 

30. (New) The method of claim 10, further comprising translating the first value to a second 
value responsive to identifying the first value in a list that includes a plurality of values that are 
associated with the first attribute and the second value, the second value being a canonical 
representation of the plurality of values respectively . 
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3 1 . (N ew) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the markup l anguage for the identified product 
includes a first domain associated with the attribute-value pair, and further comprising 
normalizing the markup language for the product by translating the first domain to a second 
domain responsive to identifying the first domain in a list that includes a plurality of domains 
that are associated with the first, product and the second domain, the second domain being a 
canonical representation of the plurality of domains respectively. 



